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NOTE: All questions addressed to “The Question Box” must be 
signed if they are to receive a reply. However, names will be withheld 
from publication if requested. Only the questions considered of 
general interest will be answered in the EVANGEL. 








Do you believe that once you are saved you will be saved 
eternally regardless of your backslidings?—Name with- 
held by request. 


UCH UNCONDITIONAL eternal security as you 

imply in your question is consistently disproved by 

the Scriptures. When we are saved, there is no 
power on, above, or below the earth that is capable of 
ejecting us from His grace. Jesus Himself declared in 
John 2:29, “My Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 
Father’s hand.” This one scripture is sufficient to show 
us that no existing power is capable of separating us from 
the love of God. As long as His seed remains in us (and 
the seed is the Word of God) we can not sin or be lost. 
It is thus manifest throughout the Scriptures that if we 
abide in Christ and His words abide in us, we shall never 
be lost (John 15:7). This word “abide” stems from the 
Greek meno which means “to continue” or “to remain.” 
The sense is clear that we must personally remain in His 
hand and cause His Word to remain in our hearts. By 
disobedience, rebellion, or neglect of our spiritual life, we 
can lose the Word which is planted in our hearts (Mat- 
thew 13:37-43) and forsake His fellowship. 

Jesus Himself manifestly declared in His parables that 
His own servants can, through sin, be ultimately lost 
(Matthew 25:14-30). This man—whose Lord was once 
Christ—was cast into outer darkness, where there will be 
weeping and’ gnashing of teeth. If it were not possible for 
a man to be lost who has once been saved, then there 
would not be any need of a single scripture exhorting be- 
lievers to continue in Christ, lose not what they have 
gained, or to hold fast their inheritance. Every such ex- 
hortation inthe Scriptures is proof that it is possible to 
lose our position in Christ. 
13:43; John 8:31.) 





NOTICES 


We are hoping to establish a church in Gate City, Va. 
If you are a member of the Church of Gcd and live in or 
near Gate City, would you write or phone collect. Address: 
Box 94, Saint Charles, Va. Phone number: 3541, Saint 
Charles, Va.—Joe B. Holcomb, District Pastor. 


Am ready for calls in evangelistic work.—Mrs. Donnie 
Cotter, Pluke., General Delivery, Ottowa, Kansas. 


Plastic tablecloths with Orphanage design ready for 
shipment. Size 54x72 or 54x54, same price. Order from 
Church of God Orphanage, Box 31, Sevierville, Tennessee. 
—R. R. Walker, Superintendent. 

Little Randy Raines who was stricken with polio a few 
weeks ago is improving nicely. There are no new cases 
and to God we give thanks.—R. R. Walker, Superintendent, 
Church of God Orphanage. 
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(See Revelation 3:11; Acts 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 
WE BELIEVE 


 s = the verbal inspiration of the Bible. 

2. In one God eternally existing in three persons; namely, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

3. That Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the 
Father, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the 
Virgin Mary. That Jesus was crucified, buried, and raised 
from the dead; that He ascended to heaven and is today 
at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor. 

4. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and that repentance is commanded of God for all 
and necessary for forgiveness of sins. 

5. That justification, regeneration, and the new birth 
are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus 

6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through 
—_ y La blood of Christ; through the Word, and by the 

‘oly 

7. Holiness to be God’s standard of living for His aps 

8. In the baptism of the Holy Ghost subsequent to a 
clean . heart. 

9. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives ut- 
terance, and that it is the initial evidence of the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 

10. In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent 
should be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

11. Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement. 

12. In the Lord’s Supper; and washing of the saints’ feet. 

13. In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to 
resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the living 
saints to Him in the air. Second, to reign on the earth a 
thousand years. 

14. In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the 
righteous and eternal punishment for the wicked. 





SUBSCRIPTION — 
Single Semesription, “ ond « . ; ° $1.50 
Single Copy. ° ‘ . . ° 05 





Entered as second-class matter under act of March 3, 1879, at 


Cleveland, Tennessee. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of 
postage provided for oo 1103, act of October 3, 1917. 
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One ship drives east another drives west 
With the selfsame winds that blow. 
’Tis the set of the sails 
And not the gales 
Which tells us the way to go. 
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Like the winds of the sea are the ways of fate, 


As we voyage along through life: 
"Tis the set of a soul 
Thai decides its goal, 

And not the calm or the strife. 


—Ella Wheeler Wilcoz. 
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The Dividing Line 


OMETIME AGO I chanced to be in the Rocky 

S Mountains in Colorado. While there, I drove far in- 

to the mountains until I reached an elevation of 

above 11,000 feet. The air was rare and fresh and crisp, 

exhilarating in every breath. There, in this lofty atmos- 

phere, was a beautiful pass, with shimmering, snow-cov- 

ered mountains spreading like crystal waves on every 

side, as far as eye could see. It seemed that I was stand- 

ing on top of the world, and that, from this point, I could, 
with equal ease, take any direction I might choose. 

Along the tops of these majestic peaks there runs an 
imaginary line called the Continental Divide. This invisi- 
ble line follows the highest peaks of the country, and is, 
in fact, the dividing line of our land. To the east there is 
a constant sloping, ever downward, until the land reaches 
its eastern extremity, the Atlantic Ocean; to the west 
there is the same constant descent, until the land ends at 
the western extremity, the Pacific Ocean. I realized that 
from the point at which I stood I could, theoretically at 
least, pour a bucket of water to my right, and it would 
follow the water courses pushing eastward and eventual- 
ly end in the Atlantic; then I could stand in the same 
spot and pour another bucket of water to my left, and it 
would follow the westward streams until it flowed into the 
Pacific. Thus beginning only a step apart, these two pails 
of water would, in time, become three thousand miles 
apart. One step of difference here would one day mean 
a continent of difference. A seemingly insignificant de- 
cision here would mean, eventually, the arrival at irrec- 
oncilable points. 

Then I became frightened. You see, life is like that. 
There is a hard and fast line drawn, by the will and 
Word of our Lord, that separates right from wrong, the 
clean from the foul, the pure from the stained, the right- 
eous from the unrighteous, the honorable from the dis- 
honorable, holiness from transgression, and heaven from 
hell. All that matters is the start you make, the direc- 
tion you take. 

One day you must make a decision—and upon that one 
choice may hang your life’s fate. At the beginning, wrong 
does not seem greatly apart from right, and bad is only 
a step from good. Standing at the line of decision it is 
easy to consider your choice a negligible thing, for a step 
either way seems scarcely different. For a while you will 
be able to step to the wrong side of the line, and still en- 
joy the companionship of those who have stepped to the 
right—the difference seems that slight. But remember 
the end! Each course is leading somewhere, and right and 
wrong become increasingly far apart, until they end in 
ntirely different spheres: right in a world of blessed- 
ness, and wrong in a world of despair. Before you make a 
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single decision, consider the end! What today is only a 
step of difference will tomorrow be a world of difference. 

Jesus spoke of this dividing line when He said, “He that 
is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not 
with me scattereth abroad,” Matthew 12:30. Therefore, 
we should be cautious to the extreme when the problem 
is whether a thing is right or wrong. Paul expressed the 
same truth when he wrote to the Corinthian church, “Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for 
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light with darkness? 
and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part 
hath he that believeth with an infidel? and what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols?” 2 Corinthians 
6:14-16. The slightest point of divergence now will grad- 
ually lead to antipodean ends. 


THE DIVIDING LINE IS SET, and the deci- 
sion is left to you. While it may be possible for others to 
influence you, it is not possible for them to decide for you. 
You must decide for yourself which way you will go. 
There will arise many occasions in which decisions must 
be made—and in your own hands are all these choices 
laid. Not a living soul other than yourself is able to make 
your decisions for right or wrong, God or the devil, de- 
cency or indecency, purity or squalor. 

At the first drink there is scarcely any difference in 
the person who refuses and the person who accepts the 
bottle or glass; but the difference in the end is a life of 
drunkenness and a life of-uprightness. The difference in 
a virtuous maid and a fallen woman-of-the-streets is, at 
the first, only the effort it takes to say an emphatic “no!” 
and the determination to avoid wrong companions. At the 
first, the only difference in a lost soul and a saved soul is 
the decision to accept Christ “now” and the decision to 
“wait awhile.” 

The principal difference in marriages that are lively 
and enduring and those that are quarrelsome and broken 
is only the slight difference of entering matrimony 
prayerfully and entering it recklessly. 

Once the wrong step has been made, it becomes harder 
and harder to retract the decision—and in some things it 
is impossible to ever retract it. The courses become set 
and hard and irrevocable—ever, ever stretching in oppo- 
site directions. There is such a hairsbreadth of difference 
at the beginning it is easy to be careless about life’s deci- 
sions, but remember the end! Wherever you arrive in life, 
or eternity, some day in the future, remember, there was 
once a time when you were only a step from the extremi- 
ty that stretched in the other direction. So close are the 
lost to salvation, so close are the saved to damnation. 
Each individual decision making, then, such a world of 
difference in the end, may God guide you, and friends in- 
fluence, and YOU decide to make the proper choice at 
life’s dividing line. 
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| Am Your Church Paper 


By MARTIN ERICKSON, Editor of THE STANDARD 


I am your EVANGEL. Let me tell you about myself. 


| UITE FREQUENTLY PEOPLE write me letters 
| of encouragement, expressing themselves in 
such a nice way that I feel good all over from 
the nameplate on my face to the tiny figure in 
ip the bottom corner of my back page. Words of 
appreciation are oxygen for my ink blood. 

Were it not for the fact that Protestant Press Month 
is at hand and certain authorities have urged me to tell 
a bit concerning myself, I would never mention these 
things. Even now my white pages nearly blush when I 
try to quote these lovely sentiments. But here they are— 
just a few of them: 

“It is binding our hearts together in a great bond of 
Christian fellowship,” writes one pastor. “Like a great 
heart sending life and warmth to all parts of the Church 
of God,” is another word picture of the service pastors 
feel their Evangel renders. “I thank God for the fine 
unifying influence of the paper,” writes a successful 
church leader. Another declares: “Next to God and His 
Holy Word we have our Evangel and Lee College to 
thank for what we are.” 

No, I mustn’t cite more of that. But I sincerely hope 
that you, too, gentle reader, feel that I fill a place of 
definite service in your church and the entire Church of 
God. 

One of my first duties, I feel, is to bring up-to-the- 
minute news to my readers. This I faithfully try to do. 
A well-rounded news coverage of my denomination comes 
first, naturally. But I include news of other Christian 
communions also, and news of political, economic, social, 
yes, even scientific affairs, when they bear on. religion. 

A prayerful aim of your church paper is also to bring 
inspiration to its readers. My editor purposes so to in- 
terpret vital issues of the day that his viewpoint always 
carries a spiritual note, a message for the heart as well 
as for the mind. Selected sermons, short devotionals, Bi- 
ble studies and matters stimulating to definite prayer 
and praise have their given place in my pages. 

Frequently, I am privileged to present stirring accounts 
on burning issues. 


BEING A DENOMINATIONAL paper, I feel it 
a primary obligation to contribute as well as I can to an 
informed, enthusiastic constituency. This task I can per- 
form best where churches adopt the “roll subscription 
plan.” By this plan a church, at reduced rates, subscribes 
to the paper for its members. More and more congre- 
gations are adopting this economical and practical plan. 

One denomination, for instance, numbering about 
55,000 members, sends its church paper into 47,000 homes, 
about 17,000 of which are homes of nonmembers. 

Some argue in my favor that if world organizations 
consider it essential for their members to get their of- 
ficial magazine, is there any good reason why Christian 
denominations should not consider their official paper 
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an essential? Every member needs to know what his 
denomination is doing, what it plans to do, and how it 
is to be done. What other periodical, however excellent 
and attractive, will do for a denomination what its own 
paper does? 

Roman Catholics understand the value of the printed 
page. More than 50 Catholic periodicals, with a com- 
bined circulation of fifteen million, are published in the 
United States. We Protestants must get down to business, 
if we are to catch up! 

It is my sincere hope that pastors will consider me 
their assistant. I want to be a real help to them, faith- 
fully visiting their entire membership every week, there- 
by furnishing them a well-informed, loyal constituency. 


READER FRIEND, I am your church paper. 
My constant desire is to be of greatest service possible to 
you, to my denomination, to God. You can help me better 
to fulfill my task. Here is how: 

1. By sending my editor names and addresses of friends 
you think would enjoy my coming into their homes, too. 
He will then send me to them free for a week or two, 
with hopes that they will invite me to be a regular visitor. 

2. By securing some new subscriptions. 

3. By recommending the “roll subscription plan” to 
your church, if it has not already adopted it. 

4. By remembering the mission of your church paper 
in prayer, as you remember your pastor and the mis- 
sionaries. 

By doing these things NOW, you will help make Prot- 
estant Press Month of 1953 the most successful ever for 
the evangelical press of America. And you will definitely 
further the cause of Christ. 

Thank you for “listening” to me. God bless you. 


WHY HELP SINK OUR OWN SHIP 2 
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What Does the 
H-BOMB 


Mean to You? 


By HAROLD J. DEAN, Chicago, Illinois 





NE IS NO LONGER LOOKED UPON as an 
“alarmist” or “a foolish fundamentalist” or 
“a radical” when he speaks in scriptural 
terms of the “end of the world.” There was 
a time in the rememberable past when it 
was taboo for a person even to suspect that there might be 
another war, and when belief in a world-wide destruc- 
tion was left to a handful of Christians who still believe 
the inspired Bible and the writings of the prophets. 
Something has changed all that—the atom bomb and, 
more recently, the talked-of hydrogen bomb. Today, the 
whole world is in a turmoil of hysteria over real and 
imagined dangers that are likely at any time to bring the 
world to its well-deserved end. The Scriptures, once 
sloughed off as primitive, which have always warned of 
these things, are at long last being looked to for solace 
and guidance. There is a way out, and, contrary to Dr. 
David Bradley’s book, there is a place to hide, but the 
world will never find it. A few individuals may! 


The Bible has prophesied of a future period of time 
that will be known as the “Day of the Lord.” This re- 
latively short time will be the Day of the Lord’s Wrath— 
judgment upon rebellious nations of the earth. During 
that Day of the Lord, which will be a time of darkness 
and desolation, a time of war and horror, many unusual 
things will happen. Antichrist will arise to lead the world 
in sinful practices and rebellion against God. A false 
prophet will arise to lead false religions in denial of God. 
Continual plagues and pestilences will be poured upon the 
earth in God’s wrath at such sin. Climaxing the Day, 
armies of the nations will gather at Jerusalem to make 
war in the greatest show of force this world has known. 
This great battle is known as Armageddon. During the 
battle, Jesus will return to punish the nations, to estab- 
lish peace, and to found His Kingdom. 

Atomic energy, or a power like it, will play a great part 
in making possible the horrors prophesied in connection 
with this future Day of the Lord. Study with me of the 
prophecies of that Day. Read about some of the events 
coming on the earth—then ask yourself, “Where will I 
be?” “How can I escape?” 











CONCERNING THE GREAT DAY of the Bat- 
tle of Armageddon, Zechariah prophesied this to happen: 
“This shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite 
all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their 
flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their 
feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, 
@:: their tongue shall consume away in their mouth” 
(14:12). 
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What catastrophe will overtake this army to cause such 
a frightful sight? This will be no lingering plague. While 
the soldiers stand on their feet, their flesh suddenly will 
be consumed. Maimed bodies in a moment! Is not this a 
picture of,an atomic war? Have you seen pictures of the 
burned of Hiroshima and Nagasaki? It will happen again 
to the multitudes gathered in the Valley of Megiddo in 
the Battle of Armageddon. 

Revelation 16:16-21 records these events to happen at 
Armageddon, saying: 

“He gathered them together into a place called in the 
Hebrew tongue Armageddon. And the seventh angel 
poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great 
voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, say- 
ing, It is done. And there were voices, and thunders, and 
lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as 
was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an 
earthquake, and so great. And the great city was di- 
vided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: 
and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to 
give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his 
wrath. And every island fled away,.and the mountains 
were not found. And there fell upon men a great hail out 
of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and 
men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; 
for the plague thereof was exceeding great.” 

Atomic explosions and hydrogen bombs may not be the 
media used here, but are not such things possible, even 
foreseeable? The noise, the heat, the dust, the reactions 
in the atmosphere of an atomic war are clearly seen 
here. Until recently such prophecies were either laughed 
aside or called “symbolic,” but now they must be faced 
as foretelling realities. These things will happen as surely 
as some of you will smile at our ignorance. We all wish it 
would not, but let us face it. Who in this world is going to 
stop it? For six thousand years, the world has been rolling 
more and more swiftly toward this event. The United 
Nations, councils for peace, and envoys to Russia are like 
ants before a steam roller. Not very long ago, University 
of Chicago scientists, who helped unleash atomic energy, 
said they share H. G. Wells’ belief that “the world is at 
the end of its tether.” Discounting the value of the United 
Nations’ Security Council, Admiral Mitcher and General 
Doolittle pleaded recently with the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars to help keep America prepared for war. Admiral 
Mitcher said, “We are talking about peace today .. . but 
the blunt fact remains that as long as human nature is 
what it is, there will continue to be . . . powerful nations 
who will start wars.” 

Ezekiel prophesied of a day wherein Gog and Magog 
will come up against Jerusalem, that they shall “fall up- 
on the open field . . . and I will send a fire on Magog, 
and among them that dwell carelessly in the isles . . 
and seven months shall the house of Israel be burying 
them” (Ezekiel 39:5, 6, 12). Great and terrible will be the 
destruction of that Day! 


THE APOSTLE PETER gave a concise picture 
of the atomic destruction to occur in the Day of the Lord, 
saying: 

“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the 
earth also and the works that are therein shall be 
burned up. Seeing then that all these things shall be dis- 


(Continued on page 10) 
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An 
OPEN 
DOOR 


By JAMES B. REESOR 


“I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an 
open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a 
little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not de- 
nied my name,” Revelation 3:8. 


N THESE ENLIGHTENED but perilous days, 
we often hear people refer to “the good old 
days.” They imply that men and women of 
bygone days were privileged above those who 
are living today. Even many of the children 
g _... of God are living in the past and the future 
but are ignoring opportunities which surround us today. 
We speak of the glory of the early Church, the mighty 
apostles who went forth ministering in power, and the 
multitudes who were then converted to Christianity. It is 
not unusual to hear present-day ministers of the gospel 
eloquently relate recorded incidents of the early persecu- 
tions and suffering of Christian leaders and laity alike. 
Men acknowledge that the victories in the early Church 
were gained because of intense earnestness and the holy 
zeal of believers. To them, the promoting of the gospel of 
Christ was the greatest business in all of the world. They 
were prepared to give up anything and everything in pur- 
suing the course which their Master had mapped out. 
Although the apostles and early Church leaders did not 
have the advantages and facilities which are available to 
us today, they were successful in establishing churches in 
Palestine, Asia, Europe, and Africa. These churches 
struggled through dark days of persecution and blood- 
shed. Some later became cold and formal, but others per- 
severed and retained a living, active faith in God. 
During these days of severe persecutions, when the 
Christians were being slaughtered like animals and 
Rome was in her zenith of political power, the Church 
passed through a most serious crisis. The apostles had 
been martyred, with the exception of John, and he had 
been banished to the Isle of Patmos, with little hope of 
survival. Then, to the amazement of many, a series of let- 
ters were sent by special messengers to the seven church- 
es of Asia. The messages contained a clear and distinct 
description of these respective churches, with words of 
admonition, warning, hope, exhortation, commendation, 
and promise. The seven churches were in seven different 
stages of spiritual development, and the Lord, through 
His servant John, presented a perfect picture of each one. 
Who, in all of the universe, is better qualified to judge 
and instruct a congregation of people than our Lord? He, 
who is omniscient, has imparted divine knowledge to His 
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consecrated servants and messengers that they in turn 
may feed His sheep and lambs. “Woe be unto the pastors 
that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith 
the Lord,” Jeremiah 23:1. Paul, in his final Epistle 

Timothy, admonished him to “preach the word; be in- 
stant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all long suffering and doctrine.” There is a penalty 
pronounced upon those who hear the warnings and ad- 
monitions of the Lord’s servants and do nothing about it. 


WERE IT POSSIBLE to turn back the calen- 
dars of time and be living in the days of the early 
Church, what would our reaction be to the messages sent 
from God through His servant John? Let us imagine, 
momentarily, that we are members, or pastors, of one of 
the seven churches of Asia. Which church would we select 
as our church home? Pastors, which church would we se- 
lect to pastor, should we be privileged to make a choice? 

After carefully reading the seven messages, as recorded 
in Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, I am certain that we 
would unanimously choose the church at Philadelphia. 
Could it be that their problems were less? Did they receive 
particular attention and consideration from the Lord un- 
worthily? Or, could it be that their humility and conse- 
cration were deeper. It is quite apparent that their 
church was more pleasing to our Lord than any one of 
the others. There was undoubtedly .a reason for it, and 
yet we are convinced that they all possessed equal oppor- 
tunities to consecrate their all to their Lord in complete 
surrender. 

For several reasons, enumerated in the message, the 
Lord stated, “Behold, I have set before thee an open door, 
and no man can shut it.” 

It represented to them a door of confidence. The Lord 
knew their works and, after recognizing their sincerity, 
humility, zeal, and faithfulness, He promised greater op- 
portunities. Our Lord reserves the right to promote His 
people, or to abase them, depending on our attitude and 
conduct. When we have proved our consecration, and our 
willingness to rely upon His wisdom, judgment and pow- 
er, with implicit trust, He is capable of opening unexpect- 
ed doors of opportunity. He does not approve of a cold, 
political machine to be used in placing His servants in 
their respective fields of endeavor. He is controlling and 
regulating the lives and ministries of His people every- 
where, by the indwelling power and presence of His Holy 
Spirit. This is only possible in our individual lives as we 
submit to Him and to one another. 


Topay, as our Lord views the Church, His 
Body, He is capable of recognizing all who have proved 
their devotion to Him. In loving, humble service, they are 
unobtrusively seeking to lead souls to their Master’s feet. 
In acknowledgment to their faithful and untiring ef- 
forts, our Savior speaks to them, “BEHOLD, I HAVE SET 
BEFORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR, AND NO MAN CAN 
SHUT IT.” 

It is indicative of the confidence which He has placed 
in His people. It portrays His desire to make us “workers 
together with him.” It suggests a willingness to direct us 
through the door and to support us with the unlimited 
resources of divine grace and power. 

IT REPRESENTS TO US A DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY. 
Never in the history of the Church have the people of 


God been confronted with a greater opportunity. All nec ® 


(Continued on page 10) 
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From the Foreign Missions Executive aaeer Desk, 1080 Mont- 
gomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee—PA H. WALKER 








HAITI ON THE MOVE 
By James M. Beaty, Missionary 


We come again to share with you bits of news concern- 
ing the work of the Church of God in Haiti during the 
last few weeks. 

PORT-AU-PRINCE: Papers were signed June 16 for the 
purchase of 15 acres of land for a central headquarters 
property. Mission homes, offices, and the Bible School 
will be located on this new property, located two and a 
half miles from the heart of Port-au-Prince. It has a ma- 
jestic view over the city, sea, and plains. It is higher and 
cooler than the city, but near. It borders on the Petion- 
Ville road; with water, lights, telephone, and bus service. 

PETION-VILLE: Meeting of the five district pastors 
June 16. Two main items: schools and our Haiti EVAN- 
GEL. For the schools we worked on a program whereby 
the local churches would assume more responsibility. We 
agreed to have the churches establish local committees 
for the schools and fix tuition rates in order that the 
schools will be able to help support themselves. We agreed 
to have a smaller and cheaper EVANGEL in Haiti and a 
large circulation, if possible. 

PORT-AU-PRINCE: July 4. Papers were signed selling a 
property in Port-au-Prince that was at one time used by 
the orphanage. Funds will be applied on the new head- 
quarters property. 

HINCHE: July 11 and 12. Week-end services at Hinche, 
a city in the center of the northern section of Haiti. 
Odine, Virginia, and I, with Brother LaCombe, pastor of 
Port-au-Prince and its district, went up in the Jeep sta- 
tion wagon. We came back with four broken springs but 
had good services. There are prospects of opening a per- 
manent work there. 

CAYES: July 23. Workers’ meeting for the southern 
section of our work. There were about 50 preachers and 
teachers gathered. The district pastor presented and suc- 
ceeded in getting passed a plan for cooperation in church 
constructions in the subdistricts. Each subdistrict is to de- 
cide which one or two churches to build (or finish or re- 
pair) during the year, and then all the churches on that 
subdistrict are to cooperate. The general school program 
was also presented. 

DAMASSIN: July 24-26. Chantal district convention 
was held in this little village, about 160 miles south of 
here. Services Friday night, Saturday and Sunday. 
Weather extremely hot, but the Lord blessed. To go the 30 
miles from Cayes to Damassin in the district pastor’s little 
Jeep took 6 hours. A couple were married Saturday; 17 
were baptized Sunday morning; 3 came forward Sunday 
morning to be reclaimed, and Saturday night the Lord 
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helped me in a message to the workers. They seemed to 
be much encouraged. o 

CAYES: July 26, Sunday night. I preached at the loca) 
church on “The Love of God.” The Lord’s presence and 
love were manifest in our midst in tears and humility. 
Oh, that He would give us everywhere and often such 
services! 

Continue to pray for the work and a mighty moving of 
the Spirit of God. Our churches need a deepening of spir- 
itual life and knowledge of the Word. 





ANNUAL CONVENTION IN THE JORDAN KINGDOM 
(OLD PALESTINE) 


By D. B. Hatfield 


Our annual convention for the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan (Old Palestine) convened at Ramallah, about 15 
miles north of Jerusalem. Our people from the Bethlehem 
and Jerusalem areas came by cars and buses which we 
arranged for their transportation. It was a time of revival 
for our work in that country. The people rejoiced to have 
such a time of fellowship. This was the first annual con- 
vention we have been able to have in Palestine, but the 
people have seen the blessing of such a- gathering and 
are already looking forward to another such convention 
next year. 

The morning after the first service of the convention, a 
number of people accompanied us to the Jordan River for 
a baptismal service. Old Jordan was full and rolling with 
force. This is the season when Jordan swells her banks. 
Our party gathered on the shores, at the place where 
some suppose Christ was baptized. We had a precious 
service at the water’s edge and administered water bap- 
tism to 7 persons, 6 of whom were from Ramallah and 
one from Beit Sahur (Shepherds’ Village), near Bethle- 
hem. 

Our convention continued that evening again at the 
church in Ramallah. The Lord blessed in a marvelous 
way, and we concluded the service with a healing line in 
which God manifested His healing presence. 

Saturday we had an all-day service, including a Bible 
study, a time of general instructions, and messages by 
those visiting with us. 

At noon on Saturday we dined together at the home of 
the pastor in real Arabic fashion. Rice and meat were 
served in large wooden bowls, and the people gathered 
around and ate with their fingers from the same bowls 
in the best of fellowship. The Arabs have a saying, “Eat 
like camels and quit like men.” 

Our Saturday night service reached a spiritual height 
for the convention, and several sought the Lord at the 
altar. 





FOURTH ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE NEW 
TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD IN THE PHILIPPINES 


By F. R. Cortez, Missionary Overseer 


The fourth annual convention of the New Testament 
Church of God was held at Virgo-Sinawangan, San Agus- 
tin, Isabela, Philippines, beginning at the Virgo church 
and continuing three days and three nights at Sinawan- 
gan church. 

All the ministers of our group attended this convention. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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PAM 


By REV. J. A. CROSS 


State Overseer of South Carolina 





LEASE OPEN YOUR BIBLES and read Luke 
2:40-52. In this reading you will find the 
record of one of the greatest families on 
earth, of parental concern for the children, 
and of filial obedience of one of the children 
and His early anxiety regarding the things of God. This 
is a touching and endearing scene, and causes us to 
realize that the family is one of the most sacred objects 
of God’s institution. The family is the greatest and most 
holy of God’s groups on earth, and has its roots, not in 
earthly creation, but originated in the heart and mind 
of God. Constantly throughout the Bible references are 
made to the plan of God that a man should have one 
wife and that children should bless the home. 

Family life and affections are capacitated to endless 
cultivation. There is no flower more beautiful in its un- 
folding than a home where Christ is the head and love 
reigns supreme. Family life is a little heaven to cultivate. 

I should like to make some comparisons that are some- 
what descriptive of a family. One might liken the family 
to the kingdom, for it contains some of its elements, such 
as joy, peace, and happiness. Father reigns as king and 
the Mother as queen, and the children as contented sub- 
jects who render loyalty, love, and devotion. 


T HE FAMILY MIGHT be likened to a school. 
It is a place where character is shaped, not by words but 
by example and actions. We cannot depend on our public 
schools to fashion and mold 
the lives of our children, but 
in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord the parents, by 
precept and example, should train up the child until 
precious faith is a glorious heritage and product of the 
family. Here, social discipline is learned, and our boys 
and girls learn how to behave themselves in the house 
of God and to live together in the church as children of 
God. In the family life, unselfishness is learned and 
tender affections are nurtured. In the family, the spirit 
of purity is guarded, and the children are taught the 
vast importance of keeping themselves pure. In this age, 
when stress is laid on the idea that it is old-fashioned 
to be pure, let us teach over and over that God is holy 
and expects and demands of us that we be holy, also. 
While obscene literature clutters the newsstands, novels 
fill the book shelves that evalt and glorify immorality, 











WHAT A FAMILY IS 
TO ITS MEMBERS 
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and so-called scientific reports reveal the shocking fact 
that of the people who were interviewed, fifty percent 
were nonvirgins before marriage, and that an amazing 
percentage of women were unfaithful to their marriage 
vows, it is high time that we re-emphasize the value of 
moral purity. 

The family is also a school of warning, for here the 
knowledge of the elder, gained through years of experi- 
ence, some of it heartbreaking, guards the younger. Much 
is learned through the vicissitudes of life, and such 
knowledge gained is passed to the children who many 
times are spared heart-rending experience. 

The family is a sanctuary in which rest is found from 
the cares of the day. Who has not experienced the utter 
joy of coming home from the draining tasks of work, to be 
greeted with warm and eager arms of children who lov- 
ingly caress the father, and has felt the embrace of a 
loving wife, and such a welcome home seems to afford 
a peace and contentment that is not found elsewhere in 
the world. Serene peace envelopes such a family, and true 
rest is found in such sanctuary. The intrudings of 
the world are pushed aside and shut out when the family 
is together. Here is the place where we meet God—round 
an old-fashioned family altar. 


THANK GOD for the family. I would that 
many would realize the unutterable joy of God’s crea- 
tion, and that everywhere and in ail places could be 
sounded aloud the blessings of a Christian home and 
family. In too many places, however, a more modern 
view is taken, as expressed by a young lady, who said, 
“What use do I have for a home? I was born in a 
hospital, raised in a nursery, educated in a boarding 
school, and sent away to college. I eat my meals in a 
restaurant and spend my evenings in the automobile 
and night clubs. I was married in the church, and when 
I die they will have my funeral in the funeral parlor. 
What use do I have for a home?” This is an example of 
the degeneration of the family. 

There are 286 direct references to the family and fam- 
ilies in the Bible. It tells us of small families and of large 
families. It speaks of childless families and of families 
where many children bless the home. It relates the 
stories of good families and also bares the lives of 
wicked families. In the Bible you will find the story of 
families that are all but obscure, and you will read the 
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story of families of renown. You find recorded in the 
Bible of a family that was ruined by living in close 
proximity to the world and at too far a distance from 
God. This is the record of Lot’s family. In the sixteenth 
chapter of Luke you find the tragic record of a family 
that in all probability found themselves in hell. It is 
very unlikely that the five brothers of the rich man ever 
paid any attention to Moses and the prophets. Thank 
God you also find the record of a family that was saved. 
Acts 16:30-34 relates the wonderful event in which the 
jailor and all his house was saved and baptized. Paul’s 
writing to Timothy tells us of the sacred influence of a 
family that reached to the third generation to bless 
humanity. 


OF THE COMMANDMENTS God gave Moses 
on Mount Sinai, four out of the ten were pertaining to 
man and his relationship to God; the remaining six 
concern human relationship, 
and THREE OF THESE SIX 
INVOLVE THE HOME AND 
FAMILY. The honor of the 
family is guarded by teaching 
proper respect for the parents, 
for God hath said, “Honor thy father and mother,” Exodus 
20:12; “Honor thy father and mother; which is the first 
commandment with promise; that it may be well with 
thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth,” Ephesians 
6:2, 3. 

Since God, through His perfect goodness, instituted 
marriage, He also provided a safeguard for the family 
to protect the beneficent relationship, and in the seventh 
commandment He secures the interests of the family. 
One of our duties toward our neighbor is to respect the 
bond on which the family is based. God ordained that 
children should be born within the sacred bonds of the 
family, but one of the great tragedies of life is the child 
born out of holy wedlock. God expressly states that 
that sanctity of the family shall not be invaded or broken, 
and a violation of this commandment is punishable both 
under the law and the gospel—under the law by death; 
under the gospel we are told that adulterers shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. This commandment is too 
often openly and flagrantly violated in defiance to God 
and man. The tenth commandment protects the family 
and preserves it even in thought, for God says, “Thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife.” And Jesus declares 
in Matthew 5:28 that “whoso looketh on a woman to lust 
after her hath committed adultery with her already in his 
heart.” To show just how clearly Christ meant to protect 
the family, I should like to quote this verse from the Berk- 
ley Translation: “You have heard that it was said, Do not 
break the marriage vow, but I tell you that anyone who 
looks lustfully at a woman has in his heart already broken 
the marriage vow,” Matthew 5:27, 28. Thus God intends 
the protection of the family even in thought. 


GOD HAS MADE 
PROVISION FOR THE 
HONOR AND SANCTITY 
OF THE FAMILY 


IN THIS DAY of modern and fast trans- 
portation, migration of families from one part of the 
country to another is easily accomplished. The cost of 
moving is much more reas- 
onable than in days gone by, 
and, too, the furnished homes 
and furnished apartments 
that can be rented make it only too edsy to move from 
one locality to another. The roots that the family has 


MODERN DANGERS THAT 
BESET THE FAMILY 
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taken in one section of the country is broken when a 
move is made, and it is a little difficult to be easily 
transplanted without suffering loss. It is a great ad- 
vantage to a family.to be rooted in the community life, 
and to become a part of that community, for then one 
feels a sense of moral.responsibility to the community 
of which he is a part. 

When ties are severed with those with whom you have 
associated and among whom you have lived, too often 
moral responsibilities are also severed. When one moves 
to a new city, he moves among relative strangers. Be- 
cause he is not known he feels too often that he, therefore, 
Owes no responsibility to anyone for his moral conduct, 
and the restraint is let down, resulting in moral degrada- 
tion. When families are uprooted from their customary 
surroundings, they have little or no sense of belonging 
to the people among whom they have moved. Often they 
also know that before long they may be on the move 
again, and they exert no effort to establish themselves 
in religious worship of the church. 

In the mass migration that has been on for the past 
few years, there has been much family disorganization. 
Much of the delinquency among both the juvenile and 
the adult is the direct result of mass migration to the 
war works where jobs are plentiful and many members 
of the family can be employed. Family prayers were left 
off and gradually forgotten. Children were too often left 
to shift for themselves while mother and fathers were 
busy making big money. Without proper supervision, 
the resulting evil is only too evident today. Parents 
working on different shifts led to a breakdown of meals 
and liberalization conduct. It appears to me that it is 
high time to call on God for a revival of old time family 
life among our people, where God is honored and Christ 
is made the head of the home. When Christ is the Head, 
you will find people that are established in moral pre- 
cepts that are an honor to God and the country. You 
will find people that put first things first, and the faith 
of our Fathers will be perpetuated. 

Another danger that should be pointed out that is 
paralyzing our family life is the divorce evil. With quick 
divorces easy to obtain for almost any sort of complaint, 
the rate mounts daily. How can the family hope to survive 
when parents are setting the example before the chil- 
dren that marriage vows are easily severed, and that there 
is no use to feel obligated by that which God has or- 
dained? Children that are reared in divided homes where 
parents are separated lose the love that God intended 
should be lavished upon them. They are indoctrinated, 
either intentionally or unintentionally, that marriage 
is of little consequence; that it is a civil ceremony in- 
tended only for the convenience of contracting parties, 
and if the contracting parties become dissatisfied, such 
civil ceremonies are easily dissolved. All thought of the 
vows made before God and man are forgotten, and little 
stress is laid upon them that marriage is a lifetime con- 
tract sanctioned by God. If somehow a check is not 
brought about, the family is headed for oblivion. This 
may not be the proper place in this message to insert 
this, but I would to God that our parents would teach 
the children the sacredness of marriage, and in our 
family life teach them the precepts of Christ regarding 
marriage and the home. For quite some time our bill- 
boards along the highway carried the slogan, “Families 
that pray together, stay together.” God grant a revival 

(Continued on page 11) 
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WHAT DOES THE H-BOMB MEAN TO YOU? 
(Continued from page 5) 


solved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness?” (2 Peter 3:10, 11). The ter- 
rible heat of the atom bomb is well known: the greater 
heat of the hydrogen bomb can only be guessed at. In the 
Day of the Lord, when God’s wrath is poured out upon a 
world sold wholly into sin, that heat will be felt. 

The Greek word here for “elements” literally means 
the most basic division of matter. “Dissolve” here means 
to “loose,” from the Greek word “lou.” Peter, perhaps 
not even himself understanding, was scientifically cor- 
rect in speaking of this loosing of the elements. This 
surely is a good way of describing the setting free of 
neutrons and protons from the atoms in which they 
have been for millenniums bound. A breakup of basic 
elements will cause a great burning in the earth in the 
Day of the Lord. 

Is there no way out? Is there no escape? Must everyone 
of this Age look forward to the horrors of this Day of 
Wrath? Fortunately, no! Thanks to the grace of God and 
the power of Christ, there is a way of escape; there is a 
place to hide—for those who are the saved of Jesus. 

Mingled through prophecies of the destruction of the 
Day of the Lord are promises of hope to those in the Lord. 
Zephaniah, after telling in detail the troubles to come 
upon the earth in the Day of the Lord, inserted this prom- 
ise in Zephaniah 2:3: 

“Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, which 
have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek 
meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the 
Lord’s anger.” 

Hearken to this good counsel. Seek the Lord. Seek 
meekness. Seek righteousness, and the Lord will hide you 
when that Day of Wrath comes. Jesus cautioned in Luke 
21:36: “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man.” 

Watch and pray, friend, and you may “escape all these 
things” in the presence of Jesus Himself. Paul promised: 

“The day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 
... Let us watch and be sober .. . for God hath not ap- 
pointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:1-9). 

There is one way out, one sure escape, one door to sal- 
vation, and that is to be found in being acceptable unto 
Jesus. Men’s various agencies and plans and councils and 
movements will be of none effect; the only sure shelter 
from the atomic storm to eome is Jesus and His salva- 
tion. Seek Him! 

The Day of the Lord’s Wrath will come like a thief on 
the world. Make your peace with God; give your life now 
to Jesus. He and He alone can save you! 





AN OPEN DOOR 
(Continued from page 6) 


essary equipment is placed at our disposal that we may 
wage an aggressive warfare against the powers of evil. 
Confidence in our talent, organization, and human ability 
alone can result only in futility. Confidence in the power, 
will, and Word of God can result in a constant succes- 
sion of spiritual triumphs. As Paul admonished the early 
Christians, we, too, must “worship God in the spirit, and 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh,” Philippians 3:3. 
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Paul confessed weakness in himself, 1 Corinthians 2:3; 
2 Corinthians 12:9, but in the name of Jesus he demon- 
strated the power of the Holy Ghost and the works of 
God. When men feel weak and helpless, within them-@ 
selves, there is a greater tendency to lean upon the en- 
abling strength of the Lord. Only in his name and by His 
power can we hope to successfully take advantage of the 
privileges and opportunities that are being extended to us 
today. To the church at Philadelphia, the Lord said, “for 
thou hast a little strength,” intimating that they were not 
overly self-confident. 


THE OPEN DOOR represents better things 
ahead. Our Lord has never been guilty of inviting His 
children into a life of defeat and disappointment when 
we have earnestly sought His will and guidance. Our path 
of duty may involve battles, discouragements, trials, and 
harrowing experiences, but they all lead to final and com- 
plete victory. The territory beyond the open door may in- 
volve experiences which will necessitate earnest prayer, 
deep consecration, entire sanctification, co-crucifixion, 
death and burial. Do not forget that the resurrection 
power can only become a reality to us as we indicate 
our willingness to follow Jesus all of the way. In the gar- 
den we, too, must pray, “Not my will but thine be done.” 
On the cross we, too, must cry out from anguished hearts, 
“Forgive them, Father, they know not what they do.” 
Then, and only then, can we take advantage of life’s gold- 
en opportunities and realize the fulness of His power and 
grace. 

The gracious rewards, which He has promised, both for 
this life and the life to come, to those who in consecrated 
service become the recipients of His overcoming grace, 
shall provide complete compensation to all who enter the 
door. The persecutions shall not be feared; self-denials 
will never be counted as sacrifices, for His glory will break 
forth and His Spirit will move spontaneously. No longer 
will there be a tendency to look back upon the past, but 
only a zealous urge to live our life abundantly today and 
to take advantage of our privileges in Christ. The works 
of God are being and will continue to be made mani- 
fest. Multitudes of hungry, seeking souls are coming to 
Christ and will continue to come. All who will are called 
to share in this great ingathering of souls. 

May our churches be worthy to receive the message 
which the Lord directed to the church at Philadelphia. 
May we ministers qualify, in the sight of God, to deliver 
the message, which He has given to us, in these glorious 
days. We shall never be privileged to turn back the pages 
of history and visit the church at Philadelphia, in re- 
ality, but we can, by His grace and power, provide such 
churches for men and women to visit today. “BEHOLD, I 
HAVE SET BEFORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR, AND NO 
MAN CAN SHUT IT.” 





THE UNWELCOME VISITOR 


“What is your business?” 

“Oh, it is just to speak a little about the soul and its 
eternal interests. But I see you are busy.” 

“Well, yes, I am, very.” 


The preacher put out his hand to say “Good-bye,” and 
drawing close to the astonished man, whispered solemnly 
in his ear, “Suppose I had been Death?’”—Sel. 
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MAN AND MISSIONS 
(Continued from page 7) 
There were also nine visiting ministers from different 
Pentecostal groups, like the Assemblies of God, the Chris- 
itian Assembly, and the Filipino Assemblies of the First 
Born. Our guest speaker was evangelist C. L. Gagno, of 
the Assemblies of God. 

All the messages delivered by the different speakers 
during the convention were timely and inspiring, and the 
presence of God, through the blessed Holy Spirit, was 
manifested and felt in every service, for which we praise 
the Lord. A goodly number responded for salvation; oth- 
ers were refilled with the Holy Ghost. 

Town officials also attended this convention, the vice 
mayor and the justice of the peace of San Agustin, Isa- 
bela. We can’t but praise the Lord for the testimony of 
the judge, for this judge was given a privilege to speak 
before the convention, and he spoke highly in favor of the 
Pentecostal group or church. All the Christians who heard 
his testimony shouted, “Glory to God. Praise His dear 
name!” 

Two services in the convention were directed entirely 
by the young people. More than 60 young men and women 
from different places attended this meeting. To me it was 
a wonderful thing to see them exercising their talents for 
the service of the Lord. We covet the prayers of the 
Christian brethren everywhere for God’s blessing upon 
this group of young people here in the Philippines. 





The steel that has suffered most is the best steel. It 
has been in the furnace again and again; it has been on 
the anvil; it has been tight in the jaws of the vice; it 
has felt the teeth of the rasp; it has been ground by em- 
ery; it has been heated and hammered and filed until it 
does not know itself, and it comes out a splendid knife. 
And if men only knew it, what are called their “misfor- 
tunes” are God’s best blessings, for they are the mould- 
ing influences which give them shapeliness and edge, and 
durability, and power.—Henry Ward Beecher. 





The men who try to do something and fail are in- 
finitely better than those who try to do nothing and 
succeed. Lloyd Jones. 





THE FAMILY 
(Continued from page 9) 


of the family responsibilities in our homes all over 
America. 


I HAVE FOUR THINGS that I wish to say 
in concluding this message about the family. The first 
is that if our Church is to be preserved, it must be 
through the efforts of the 
family. The Church will not 
long stand unless its ranks are 
continually filled with new re- 
cruits eager for the battle. The old soldiers of the cross 
are passing off the stage of action. Someone must take 
their places, and our families can be a grand recruiting 
center for fresh replacements. The world has little love 
for the Church and the things of God, and in our families 
a love for the Church and the principles that she upholds 
can be set forth and instilled in the hearts of our children. 
If in our families this is taught to them while we are 
walking by the way, and while seated in our homes, when 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
FAMILY 
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we go to bed and when we arise, the Church will endure 
the assault of the enemy, and withstand the indifference 
of the age, and be perpetuated until the coming of Christ, 
the Lord of glory. 

If the state is to be preserved, it must be through the 
perpetuity of the family. Long have the people of this 
union labored to perfect the form of government which 
we now enjoy, and if the families go on the rocks, how 
can our nation hope to survive? Bryon once said, “A thou- 
sand years scarce serve to form a state; an hour may lay 
it in the dust.” An hour of unwatchfulness in our family 
ideals may tend to break down the wall of protection 
that has taken long to erect. 

If our government endures the insidious attacks made 
upon it by the communistic forces of today, the direct 
contributing factor must be the family and the home. 
One of the greatest causes of the decline of Russia into 
her godlessness is traced directly to the fact that she un- 
dermined the home, destroyed the family ideal, invaded 
the sanctity of the home, separated men and women 
and placed their children as wards of the state. The 
wives of men became public property and lived in bar- 
racks. No home was maintained and the idea of family 
life was abandoned. It has been well said that, “The de- 
terioration of a government begins almost always by 
the decay of its principles.” The principle of the family 
was destroyed, and Russia hit the skids of decline into 
the God-hating nation she is today. God save our families 
and our nation. 

If our old time religion is to be spread through out the 
world; if it sways the world for God, if it turns the world 
upside down, it must be done by the families who have 
God in their homes. If the religion of the apostles and 
the early Church is perpetuated, it will be done by fam- 
ilies in whom the faith of our God is handed down from 
the grandmothers and grandfathers, and mothers and 
fathers, to the children, to be held in sacred trust forever. 
“The Christian family is the cradle and the fortress of 
the Christian faith.” May God ever give us families where 
the love of God prevails, for here is the foundation of 
the Church, and if love endures here, we shall sing on 
the streets of gold and live together as children of God 
in mansions of love as the family of God. 





OH, HAPPY HOME! 


Oh, happy home, where Thou art loved the dearest, 
Thou loving Friend, and Saviour of our race, 

And where among the guests there never cometh 
One who can hold such high and honored place. 


Oh, happy home, where each one serves Thee, lowly, 
Whatever his appointed work may be, 

Till every common task seems great and holy, 
When it is done, O Lord, as unto Thee. 


Oh, happy home, where Thou art not forgotten 
When joy is overflowing, full and free; 

Oh, happy home, where every wounded spirit 
Is brought, Physician, Comforter, to Thee. 


Oh, happy home, whose little ones are given 
Early to Thee in humble faith and prayer, 

To Thee, their Friend, who from the heights of heaven 
Guides them, and guards with more than Mother’s care. 


—Carl Spitta. 


Page 11 








REPORTS COLOMBIAN 
PERSECUTION ENDING 

LOVELAND, Colorado (EP) Perse- 
cution of Protestants in Colombia has 
“practically come to a halt” since a 
new regime headed by Lieut. Gen. 
Gustavo Rojas Pinilla took over there 
in mid-June, it was reported to the 
Colorado Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists at near-by Campion Acad- 
emy. The report was made by Pastor 
George Nickle, Adventist leader in Co- 
lombia and a veteran of 27 years’ 
service in South America. 

rs that “most of the trouble 
for Protestants came from local and 
rural police,” he said that two days 
after Gen. Rojas took command he 
dismissed the entire — force of 
the capital, Bogota, jailed many of its 
leaders and dismissed police officials 
in a number of other cities. Mr. Nickle 
said he believed this more conciliatory 
policy of the new government is based 
on the conviction that it will “help 
strengthen the country’s relations 
with the U. S.” 

“Hemispheric brotherhood is a 
strong psychological force in South 
America,” he said, “and the whole 
continent is getting a more ‘Ameri- 
can’ a of oy and religious 
freedom. At the same time, there is a 
tightening ecclesiastical intolerance 
be = runs counter to the mood of 
the people, who have become increas- 
ingly enlightened on matters of toler- 
ance and freedom.” 

(In New York, a spokesman for the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, representing one of the major 
Protestant groups in Colombia, cau- 
tioned against “undue optimism.” 
While declaring there had been “ap- 
parently less persecution” recently he 
added that “at least one new case of 
it” was reported in the latter part of 
July. The spokesman also said the 
Rojas government had denied that it 
had ordered the reopening of all Prot- 
estant schools closed under the previ- 
ous regime.) 


BALLOONS TO CARRY BIBLES 
BEHIND IRON CURTAIN 

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (EP) A 
barrage of 10,000 balloons carrying 
small Bibles will be floated into Rus- 
sia, Poland, and Czechoslovakia under 
the auspices of the International 
Council of Christian Churches. Evan- 
gelist Billy James Hargis, of Joplin, 
Mo., chairman of the project, arrived 
in the United States from Germany 
earlier last week to appeal to the U. S. 
State Department to give final clear- 
ance to float the hydrogen-filled bal- 
loons into the countries behind the 
Iron Curtain. 
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On Monday, August 31, Lincoln 
White, press officer for the U. S. 
State Department, told the press that 
he “doubted that approval or clear- 
ance by the Government were need- 
ed,” and that the “Department as a 
matter of principle welcomed spiritual 
aid of any kind including, if feasible, 
the distribution of Bible texts through 
appropriate channels and agencies to 
populations in areas deprived of reli- 
gious freedom.” Based on this opinion, 
Evangelist Hargis wired members of 
his committee in Nurnberg, Germany, 
to proceed with the project. 

European Christians, in sympathy 


with the International Council of 
Christian Churches, compose the com- 
mittee that will release the Bibles to 
the oppressed peoples behind the Iron 
Curtain. Subsequently, the United 
States Department of State has or- 
dered the project cancelled. Officials 
of the ICCC who rushed to Nurnberg 
to clear up the matter declare the at- 
titude of the State Department repre- 
sentatives there was completely be- 
wildering and confusing. Dr. Carl Mc- 
Intire, president of the ICCC declared, 
“Someone, high in authority, in the 
State Department administration is 
responsible. We are requesting the 








PUBLISHING HOUSE CONTEST 





REV. G. W. LANE 
Last year’s first prize winner. 


For the past two years we have 
staged an unusual contest on the 
EVANGEL, LIGHTED PATHWAY, and 
books published by the Church of 
God Publishing House. This year we 
are announcing another contest. The 
rules are the same as those for the 
contest last year. The five states hav- 
ing the greatest increase in EVAN- 
GELS, LIGHTED PATHWAYS, and 
song books published by the Tennessee 
Music and Printing Company or the 
Church of God Publishing House will 
be the winners. They will be ranked 
according to their proportional in- 
crease. For each one-year subscription 
to the EVANGEL or LIGHTED PATH- 
WAY, fifty points will be awarded. 
Each roll of LIGHTED PATHWAYS 
will be considered fourteen subscrip- 
tions, provided the purchaser agrees 


to order the roll for at least twelve 
months. This will be true with the rolls 
of EVANGELS, also. For each song 
book purchased, one point will be al- 
lowed. The books which will count in 
the contest are as follows: 


Church Hymnal Choruses of Calvary 


Gospel His Glory in Song 
Silver Trumpet Revival Favorites 
Golden Notes 1954 Convention Book 


The prizes are to be awarded dif- 
ferently this year. We felt that both 
the state overseer and the youth direc- 
tor should share in the prizes. The 
prizes will be as follows: 

First prize—State Overseer, $300 

cas 
Youth Director, $200 cash 


Second prize—State Overseer, $150 
cash 
Youth Director, $100 cash 


Third Prize—State Overseer, Set 
of Lange’s Commentary, 
valued at $98.50 


Youth Director, The Pulpit 
Commentary, valued at $74.50 


Fourth prize—State Overseer, The 
Preachers Homiletic Commen- 
tary, valued at $74.50 
Youth Director, The Interna- 
tional Standard Bible Encyclo- 
pedia, valued at $35 


Fifth prize—State Overseer, 
Handfuls on Purpose, valued 
at $30 
Youth Director, Scofield Bible, 
valued at $25 


Substitutes will be given those win- 
ning third, fourth, and fifth prizes if 
the winners already have the books. 
This contest begins November 15 and 
closes June 1. I trust each state over- 
seer and youth director will begin 
making plans immediately to enter 
this contest. In the event of a tie, the 
states involved will be given an extra 
week to break the tie. 


The Church of God Evangel 




















Senate Internal Security Committee 
to investigate fully the State Depart- 
ment on this matter, and to affix re- 
sponsibility for the abuse and dis- 
crimination dealt to the International 
Council of Christian Churches.” 


REPORT SHOWS FRANCE 
BESOTTED WITH LIQUOR 

PARIS, France (EP) Sixty per cent 
of the inmates of French mental hos- 
pitals were confined because of alco- 
hol, France was told in a report at- 
tempting to prove that the nation 
drinks too much. The report by Dr. 
Marcel Guislain, Socialist Deputy and 
psychiatrist, showed that the nation 
spends twice the amount it gets from 
alcohol taxes on the upkeep of asy- 
lums where monthly entires top 500. 
The yearly consumption of alcohol by 
the average Frenchman is 31 liters 
(equivalent to 62 liters of 90 proof 
whiskey). The Italian average is 14.4 
liters. Next comes Switzerland with 
12.5, Belgium with nine, Sweden and 
Denmark each with five, and the 
United States with four liters, the re- 
port said. 

The report, the result of a long 
study of the causes and effects of al- 
coholism will be submitted to the Na- 
tional Assembly for possible action 
against the rising rate of alcoholism. 

The French spend 565,000,000,000 
francs a year on drinks ($1,614,205,- 
000). This does not include the esti- 
mate yearly consumption of 40,000,000 
liters of alcohol which are produced 
taxfree by wine growers. 

In 1900, 4,300,000 persons worked in 
the alcohol industry; eg the figure 
is almost double. While the treasury 
collects between 50,000,000,000 and 
60,000,000,000 francs ($142,850,000 and 
$171,420,000) in taxes on alcohol pro- 
duction and consumption, it spends 
130,000,000,000 francs ($371,410,000) a 
year on the upkeep of asylums. Ac- 
cording to the report, 57 percent of 
lawbreakers and 95 percent of persons 
arrested on charges of mistreating 
their children are alcoholics; 57 per- 
cent of road accidents and 17 percent 
of work accidents are due to alcohol- 
ism; 33 percent of women and 65 per- 
cent of men hospitalized for other 
than alcoholic reasons show stron 
influence of alcohol. The report liste 
the following findings: (1) 60 percent 
of persons confined to mental asylums 
are alcohol cases. (2) One out of three 
mentally deranged is an alchoholic. (3) 
The death rate for men in their twen- 
ties is double that of Britain. (4) 75 
percent of juvenile delinquency cases 
can be ascribed to alcohol ascendancy; 
60 percent of abnormal children are 
descendants of alcoholics. Records 
show one bistro (wine shop) in France 
for every 90 inhabitants, including 
women and children. Germany has 
one bistro for 286, Britain one for 430, 
Norway one for 3,000 inhabitants. 


In 1933, United States armed forces 
were serving in three forei coun- 
tries. In 1943, they were serving in 39. 
At present they are serving in 49. 
More than a million Americans are 
serving under the Stars and Stripes 
overseas, besides those in Korea. 
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WARNS OF “UNANCHORED 
EVANGELISM” 

(EP) The Rev. Dr. William Ward 
Ayer, one-time pastor of Manhattan’s 
Calvary Baptist Church, warned Prot- 
estants against the spell of “individ- 
ualistic” evangelists. “Biblically orth- 
odox leaders have espoused a loose in- 
dividualism in which order and de- 
corum in church life have been for- 
saken, and have allowed appeals by 
religious ‘glamour boys’ to capture the 
imagination of the religious multitude, 
and millions of dollars have been 
poured into causes that have little ef- 
fect upon the advancement of organ- 
ized Christianity. These ... unan- 
chored movements, while undoubtedly 
helpful at times, may easily become 
the instrument that will disintegrate 
our organized Protestant church life.” 


IKE LIKES ENTHUSIASTIC 
RELIGION 

(EP) According to Time, President 
Dwight Eisenhower and his wife 
dropped into the chapel at Denver’s 
Lowry Air Force Base last week and 
listened to a forcefully delivered ser- 
mon on that theme. The chaplain re- 
told the rugged Old Testament story 
of how the Israelites, trusting in the 
sacred ark of the covenant as a magic 
talisman, had fought slackly against 
the Philistines, and of how the Philis- 
tines smote 30,000 Israelites by follow- 
ing the sturdy advice of I Samuel 4:9, 
“Be strong, and quit yourselves like 
men... and fight.” The chaplain’s 
point: too many rely for help and sal- 
vation on religious symbols and make 
too little personal effort toward faith. 

Afterward, chatting over coffee and 
pecan rolls at an officers’ club recep- 
tion on the air base, Ike Eisenhower 
gave the sermon his endorsement, and 
told a little about his own taste in 
preaching: “Mamie and I were having 
an argument about what denomina- 
tion the chaplain belonged to. Mamie 
thought he was an Episcopalian. I 
knew he wasn’t a Presbyterian when 
he said ‘trespasses’ instead of ‘debts’ 
in the Lord’s Prayer. But I knew he 
wasn’t an Episcopalian. They are too 
dignified. I like to be enthusiastic.” 

The chaplain was Lieut. Colonel 
Warren E. Ferguson, 38, a veteran of 
the Normandy and northern France 
campaigns who holds the Silver Star 
and Purple Heart, and a Southern 
Baptist who did his prewar preaching 
in Tupelo, Miss. 


AMAZING RECORD 

MARIETTA, Georgia (EP) This city 
in Georgia, where liquor stores were 
closed one year ago, reports an amaz- 
ing record of community improve- 


ments during the yest including 
$1,500,000 for a hospital, $400,000 for 
increased 


new street _ trucks, 
wages for city employees, and new 
housing projects. The city did not bor- 
row a dime, but paid all its debts. A 
statement that all this was achieved 
without aap tire money was 
signed by the mayor and the council- 
men in all seven wards of the city. 


The Assemblies of God re 
present membership of 370,118 
churches. 


rt a 
n 6,362 








RICHEY 
Sister Bessie Richey, age 57, a faith- 


ful and devoted member of the 
Church of God at Honea Path, S. C., 
was killed instantly in an automobile 
—train accident on April 19, 1953. She 
is survived by her husband, Randolph 
Richey, who was injured in the same 
accident, 3 sons, and 6 daughters. The 
church has sustained a great loss in 
her death. Rev. Marvin Craven, her 
pastor, assisted by Rev. H. L. Hunt 
and Rev. D. B. Garrett, conducted the 
funeral. 
DUNNAGAN 

We regret to announce the death of 
Ordained Minister Ernest N. Dunna- 
gan, of California on August 21, 1953. 

WILLIAMSON 

Charlie Williamson, of South Caro- 
lina, an ordained minister in the 
Church of God, died September 5, 1953. 


DAVIS 
Oscar Davis, of Texas, an ordained 
minister in the Church of God, died 
on August 27, 1953. 
WYATT 
Mrs. Ellen Wyatt, age 80 a conse- 
crated member of the Church of God 
at North Wilkesboro, N. C., died July 
23, 1953. She is survived by two sons, 
Odel and Tyra Wyatt; one daughter, 
Ruth Dancy; one sister, Hattie Miller; 
one brother, Joe Wyatt; ten grand- 
children; and twelve great-grandchil- 
dren. Like Paul, she finished her 
course and kept the faith. Her funeral 
was conducted by Rev. J. S. Leanord, 
Rev. C. E. Westmoreland, and Rev. 
H. L. Hutcherson. 
MONROE 
Mrs. Mary Monroe, a licensed min- 
ister in the Church of God, at the age 
of 70 and with 25 years’ active service 
in the Church of d, died September 
2, 1953, at St. Joseph’s Hospital in 
Memphis, Tenn., where she had been 
a Ee jent 10 days. Mrs. Monroe lived 
with her daughter, Mrs. Powell Garey, 
1049 Jackson, Memphis. Her husband, 
W. S. Monroe, a Church of God minis- 
ter, died about 13 years ago. She is 
survived by her eg and grand- 
son, Airman 3-c J. M. Garey, stationed 
at Sheppard Air Force Base, Wichita 
Falls, Texas. The funeral was con- 
ducted in the Rosamond Avenue 
Church of God in Memphis. 
CROSS 
Rev. W. H. Cross, a retired minister 
in the Church of God, passed away on 
August 4, 1953, at the age of 74. He is 
survived by his wife, 5 children, 10 
——s. and 4 great-grandchil- 
ren. The funeral was conducted by 
Revs. P. W. Chesser, R. P. Johnson, 
and R. E. Dryman. 
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ALABAMA 

THOMASVILLE, Ala.—In our 2 
weeks’ revival, with Brother Duprees 
of Birmingham, Ala., as the evange- 
list, thirteen were saved, 11 sanctified, 
3 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 14 
baptized in water, and 14 added to the 
church. We praise God for our good 
pastor, Reverend Rigney, and his 
family.—_Thelma Rass, Reporter. 


FLORIDA 
Telegram 

The Church of God Buffalo Ave- 
nue, Tampa, Fla—We have just bro- 
ken the all-time Sunday School rec- 
ord with an attendance of 459. We are 
in one of the best revivals the church 
has had in some time. About 30 saved, 
25 sanctified, 25 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, 18 baptized in water, 11 united 
with the church. The end is not yet. 
The evangelist is Rev. Woodrow Mor- 
gan, of Cleveland, Tenn.—Clyde Ogle, 
Pastor. 

KENTUCKY 

SOMERSET, Ky.—The Somerset 
Church of God recently had a 4 
weeks’ revival which was one of the 
greatest our church has _ witnessed. 
Brother and Sister Stansky of Florida 
were the evangelists. From all walks 
of life, there were 66 saved, 32 sanc- 
tified, 26 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, 54 added to the church, and 54 
baptized in. water. 

For the third time in 12 months our 
Sunday School record was’ broken. 
The attendance went to 444—Carl 
Cox, Pastor. } 
LOUISIANA oe Peet 

RAYVILLE, La.—In our recent two 
weeks’ revival, 7 were saved, 7 sancti- 
fied, 4 baptized with the Holy Ghost, 
and 4 added to the church. Bro. Wal- 
ter Traxler, of Hickory, N. C., was the 
evangelist. He is truly a man of God. 


—Reporter. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

HAYESVILLE, N. C.—We should like 
to tell of the wonderful revival God 
has given us. Rev. Donald E. Mayo, of 
Kenly, N. C., was the evangelist. There 
were 29 saved, 19 sanctified, 10 filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and 14 added to 
the church. Brother Mayo preached 
the old-time message with power and 
compassion.—M. R. McCown, Pastor. 


WEST GASTONIA, N. C—The 
Church of God here recently had a 
revival with 31 saved, 25 sanctified, 20 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 31 
added. to the church. Rev. W. E. Lank- 
ford was the evangelist—Reporter. 


NORTH BELMONT, N. C.—We have 
just had a wonderful revival at the 
North Belmont Church of God, with 
Brother Benny Triplett as the evange- 
list. There were 27 saved, 10 sancti- 
fied, 10 filled with the Holy Ghost, 17 
baptized in water, and 15 added to the 
church.—W. C. Lambert, Pastor. 
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VASS, N. C.—Our revival came to a 
close with Communion and feet wash- 
ing. Many were saved, sanctified, and 
filled with the Holy Ghost. Rev. John 
F. Oliphant, of Fayetteville, N. C., 
was the evangelist. We appreciate our 
pastor, Brother Tommie Cashwell.— 
F. R. Smith, Reporter. 


LANDIS, N. C.—The people of the 
Kannapolis, China Grove, and Landis 
section are still rejoicing over the re- 
vival sponsored by the Churches of 
God held recently in this area of 
North Carolina, with Rev. E. W. Ang- 
ley, of Tampa, Fla., as the evangelist. 
Well over a hundred were saved, a 
goodly number sanctified and _ filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and many healed 
by the power of . Approximately 2 
testified in the final service that they 
had been healed during the revival. 

I believe I can = for the whole 
group by saying that we deeply ap- 
preciate the ministry of Brother 
Angley, also his wife, who is so faith- 
ful to assist him in the fine work he 
is doing for God. The cooperation was 
wonderful from the pastors: Rev. H. D. 
Sustar, of China Grove, and Rev. 
A. V. Beaube, of Kannapolis, and their 
respective congregations—G. E. 
Weatherby, District Overseer. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 

HARTSVILLE, S. C.—We have had 
a wonderful revival here. Nine were 
saved, 4 sanctified, and one filled with 
the Holy Ghost. Sis. Evelyn Scroggs 
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was the evangelist —W. H. Cabaniss, 
Pastor. 


TENNESSEE 

SHORT MOUNTAIN, Tenn.—In a 
three weeks’ revival, with Sister Pearl 
Cox as the evangelist, 7 were saved, 5 
sanctified, 3 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 7 baptized in water. Sister 
Cox preached the Word with the 
anointing of the Holy Ghost and 
prayed for the sick. Some were in- 
stantly healed. The Lord blessed in a 
great way.—Lauzettu Vickers, Clerk. 


TEXAS 

ODESSA, Texas—In a two weeks’ re- 
vival, with Sis. Helen L. Morrow, of 
Amarillo, Texas, 21 were saved, 9 
sanctified, 6 filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and 5 added to the church. 
Twenty-one years ago, Sister Morrow 
came to Electra, Texas, and preached 
in a revival in which I, W. L. Shires, 
the pastor of the Odessa Church, was 
converted. She is still the powerful 
evangelist that she was then.—W. L. 
Shires, Pastor. 


WEST VIRGINIA | 


RHODELL, W. Va.—Rev. John L. 
Yates and party have just conducted 
a revival for us with 58 saved, 34 sanc- 
tified, 98 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, 28 baptized in water, and 29 
added to the church. Many were 
healed. Our church broke all records 
during the last year. Our present 
membership is 128. We are very 
thankful. to God for the good people 
here.—W. E. Albee, Pastor. 








COURT of 


PRAISE 


SAINT LOUIS, Mo.—Sometime ago 
I had an affliction in my left hip and 
leg down to the knee. I could not bear 
any weight on it. So, I cried out to 
God, and the affliction began to go 
away angen Oe thank God that we 





have One on high who can and will 
help us-in times of need.—N. Roberts. 


BROWNFIELD, Texas—I praise God 
for healing me of a very bad pain in 
my neck a few months ago. We called 
our pastor to pray twice before God 
healed me. God has been our Healer 
and Keeper for several years, and we 
surely thank Him for everything.— 
Mrs. L. A. Brown. 


TAMPA, Fla.—I praise God for Rev. 
and Sister Marvin D. Alderman, of 
Lakeland, Florida. They were an in- 
spiration as they prayed and sang for 
our dear Sister Lucille Woodward in 
her recent illness. I also praise God 


for Sister Edith and Brother Russell 
Claridy, and Sister Barnett. They were 
an inspiration to me in my work for 
God. Above all I praise God for the 
privilege of nursing Sister Woodward 
and knowing her son.—Nelle F. Hinote. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Last spring 
my left eye was in a critical condition. 
During the winter I noticed it running 
water. God healed me. At the first op- 
portunity I testified to this and my 
eye has been gradually improving in 
recent months. Praise the Lord, for 
His mercy endures forever. His grace 
is sufficient, and He supplies our ev- 
ery need.—Wade T. Wilson. 


PRICE, N. C.—I wish to thank God 
for healing me of extreme nervous- 
ness. After taking medicine, which 
was only in vain, I prayed. Finally, 
when I promised the Lord I would 
send the testimony to the Evangel, I 
was healed. I have gained weight and 
feel good, both physically and spiri- 
tually —Mrs. Frieda Evans. 


“Last night God brought me hither 
... welcomed in the name of twenty- 
thousand. The _ streets were all 
alarmed. By three o’clock this morn- 
ing people were coming to hear the 
Word of God.”—Whitefield at Glas- 
gow, 1742. 
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FIRST PRIZE 


Large Church Lawn Sign, 50 
“Golden Notes” Song Books, Por- 
table Printer, Commercial Sup- 
ply, Cleveland, Tennessee. Value 

—$169.45. 





SIXTH PRIZE: 50 Church of God Hym- 
nals, Church of God Publishing House. 
Value — $55.00. 








SEVENTH PRIZE: Communion Set, 3 
Oak Offering Plates, Bible Encyclo 4 





: 1 hairs. FOURTH PRIZE: SVE Sateen 35 mm. A. J. Holman Com Value — 
nr alt Steel Folding C sun day 2 cheek ae 7. pany. 
\. ue — . 





EIGHTH PRIZE: Gray & Adams Bible 
Commentary. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., Judson’s 





PRIZE: Sunday School Kit (vis- FIFTH PRIZE: Successful Teachin = 


THIRD Register es New Testament Com- 
ual aids, blackboard, easel, maps, and strips, Judson’s Attendance & Offering ang yy A. J. Holman Company. Value 
flannelgraph). Value — $85.00. banners. Value — $65.50. 
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